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As we come towards the end of a long and busy term and everyone’s thoughts turn towards Christmas the PA would like to give you a snap shot of some of the activities we have been involved with over the past term. We continue to meet with the Parent Teacher Group and would like to emphasise what a valuable forum this has become for exchanging ideas and organising events. The PA would like to take this opportunity to thank both the Board of Management and all of the staff at St Brigid’s for supporting the PA in the events that we run and for involving us in events throughout the school year. We would also like to thank all the parents who have helped us with supervision or to run various events – we simply couldn’t do it without you! 
We appreciate that everyone has been finding this term more difficult financially and would like to thank all the families who have paid their PA Subscriptions to the Board of Management. This money is used to pay the salaries of the PE, French, Computer and Music teachers. The surplus, if any, is paid over at the end of the school year to the PA and we use it to subsidise and run events for the children including sports day, the swimming gala, the school show and miscellaneous other expenses throughout the year. The activities we run on a weekly basis after school are run on a break-even basis and do not require extra funds. 
Open Day

On Thursday 22nd October, the school held their annual Open Day and this year the PA were delighted to be able to provide a team of parents to work with the teachers as they welcomed both current and new families to the school. The school itself was looking great and the PA would like to acknowledge the excellent work done by both pupils and teachers in organising and displaying artwork on all available surfaces. There were a significant number of visitors who had never been to the school before and there was a great buzz all morning. Feedback from the visitors received both on the day and subsequently was very positive and we hope that this will continue to feed into the enrolment process for next year which is ongoing.

☻☻☻ 6th Class Challenge ☻☻☻

The first challenge this year was to design a 6th Class Challenge Logo and this was won by John Baddeley.  Our two sessions this term were much enjoyed.  The first was a CPR demonstration with nurse Caroline Classon and the second a visit to Dun Laoghaire Fire Station where we learned all about the work of the firemen and their equipment, got to use the fire hose and have an exhilarating spin in the fire truck, all sirens blaring and lights flashing!  Work on our journals is on going.
Meriel Walker and Karen Armitage

Swimming

Swimming started back in Glenalbyn’s 33 metre pool and is being greatly enjoyed by the 50 children who are participating. Swimming is offered to all classes from senior infants to 6th at 2pm on Wednesdays in Glenalbyn. The children are taught in small groups the specific techniques for swimming front crawl, breaststroke, back crawl and butterfly by the very experienced instructors at Glenalbyn. There was one session cancelled this term by Glenalbyn due to high winds and concerns about the pool’s roof. There will be an adjustment to next term’s fees to reflect this. Swimming starts back on Wednesday 13th January and we look forward to seeing you there. 

Mary Tuohy and Eileen Dornan

 Playball  
Playball has expanded this term to take account of the larger numbers in our Infant classes. Junior Infants now have playball on Thursday and the Senior Infant and 1st class pupils are split into two groups on Friday. Across the three classes there are 36 children learning specific balls skills and sportsmanship from the playball coaches Ian and Peter Dumbleton. Playball will resume on Thursday 14th and Friday 15th January. 
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Hockey
Hockey takes place on Fridays immediately after school on the Hockey pitches at St Raphaela’s school. Our school is joined for Hockey by our sister school in the parish, All Saints. There are three groups of children between 2nd and 6th class. Andrew Potts coaches the Junior Group and this year has a keen group of children who hope to be our Hockey stars of the future.  The Intermediate and Senior groups have are coached by Marina Douglas and Nicky Cornick respectively.
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Intermediate Hockey Group - St. Brigid’s NS played against Rathfarnam NS.  It finished 1-1 in a match that could have gone either way.  St. Brigid’s went one down after both teams had chances.  Ben Walker equalised five minutes before half time.  The second half both teams were tired out.  The crowd were shouting but most St. Brigid’s fans were glad when the whistle blew for the end of the match.  Kyle Douglas played great in goal for Brigid’s.  Thanks to coach Marina Douglas.
Ben Walker

Senior Hockey Group - St. Brigid’s vs. St. Andrew’s NS Lucan was the first hockey match we played this season.  St. Brigids all played very well and in the end we won the match 5-0.  One goal was from a short corner and the other goals were from open play.  At half time it was 2-0 to Brigid’s.  In the second half we played as well as we did in the first half scoring three goals.  Goals were by: James Walker (3) Adam McCoy (1) and Ally Priestman (1). Special thanks to coach Nicky Cornick.
James Walker

Girls Hockey Team – The girls from the senior hockey group also played a friendly match on 27th November in Newpark against Kill of the Grange. They won this match 5-0. 
Jessica Meates and Sophie Windsor-Aubrey
Beetle Drive 

On Friday 6th November the PA organised a social evening in the form of a Beetle Drive and Indian Supper.  In reflection of the current economic circumstances the PA took the decision to cancel the caterer and reduce the ticket prices. I would like to thank a fantastic team of people, namely the PA, Meriel and Jan, who came together to form a very effective catering team and ensure the food and venue were a great success. Thanks also to Rachel, Alice, Hanna and Conor for their help and all the ticket sellers for their efforts.  
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The result was a wonderfully social, highly competitive evening, food that was delicious and a great opportunity for parents and teachers to chat and meet one another.  The main prize of the evening went to Derval Lundy with runner up prizes to Leslie Ruttle, Carol O’Boyce and Colm Galavan Glynn.  Special awards were also made to Kathryn, Lewina, Valerie and Stephen, Nikki, Deirdre, Becky, Mary, Susannah and Rev Ruth Elmes.










Sandra Ruttle

News from the Garden 
The Parents Association and Stillorgan Players have purchased a very pretty Wendy House for the bottom of the garden.  This has been surrounded by spring bulbs and forget-me-nots which will come to life in spring.

[image: image9.wmf]The playschool have planted a star magnolia in memory of Robert Shaw ex-pupil who sadly passed away earlier in the year. Each of the current playschool children also planted a daffodil under the magnolia. There are plans to place a memorial plaque on the Wendy House and for Ian to dedicate it in the spring.

As this part of the gardens develops, we plan to have a ‘contemplation garden’ with areas for seating where parishioners who have been touched by tragedy can come and perhaps feel some comfort from the beauty of nature and watching things grow and come to life.  If you wish to have any special tree or shrub planted, just call any of the garden team.
Caroline Jolley and Andrew Dennison

Panto Trip

The Panto Trip has become an annual outing that is looked forward to by children, parents and teachers alike. This year, the show was Jack and the Beanstalk and there was tremendous excitement in the classrooms long before the bus rolled up at 10am on December 8th. The show itself was a great success. The PA would like to thank Aisling Glynn who organised the goody bags for the children and Marina Douglas who ran the event on our behalf. 

Mince Pies and Mulled Wine
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The PA would like to invite you to join them after the School Carol Service on December 17th for Mulled Wine and Mince Pies in the Parish Hall.  A chance for us all to catch up with one another in the middle of what is always a busy time of year for everybody. We look forward to seeing you there.
Directory of Trades and Services
As many of you will be aware the PA has been gathering a listing of Parents’ Trades and Service in order to allow parents to advertise their services within the parent body and to help us to support each others businesses where appropriate. Please find the first edition of this Directory at the end of this newsletter. If there are any other parents who would like to include their business on it then please email the relevant information to stbrigidspa@gmail.com 
Tapestry in the School Hallway

As you enter the school hallway, on the left hand side there is a large tapestry of embroidered names which was prepared by the school as an art project for the year the president visited the school. All of the children who contributed to this project have moved on to secondary school at this point and a request has been made to the PA that we would initiate a new project to replace the tapestry. If anyone has any suggestions or ideas please email us at stbrigidspa@gmail.com or talk to any member of the committee.
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Some Dates for Your Diary

· Thursday 17th December – Carol Service with Mince Pies in the Parish Hall afterwards

· Shrove Tuesday – Tuesday 16th February – there will be Pancakes served in the Parish Hall for parents after school drop-off. The children will come for pancakes in their classes

· Art Competition – There will be an Art Competition run during the Spring Term with prizes provided by the PA and the winning entries from each class will be framed and put up in the school hallway. 

· School Show – This will be held on Thursday 29th April at 7pm. There is only one rehearsal planned that is not during school hours and it is hoped that can be held during the afternoon of  Sunday 25th  April. 
· Dates for the summer term events including the swimming gala and sports day will be issued in our next newsletter
And Finally,
If you have any concerns of any nature in relation to one of the events or activities run by the PA then please feel free to contact any committee member or activity co-ordinator. There are opportunities for parents outside the committee to help on several occasions throughout the year and many activities cannot be run without this assistance so please get in touch with a committee member if you would like to volunteer for a particular event. 
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The PA would also like to wish you, the parents and children of our school, a very happy christmas and we look forward to seeing you and working with you and on your behalf again next year. 
St Brigid’s Parents’ Association Committee

stbrigidspa@gmail.com
Andrew Dennison, Lilian Burrell, Sandra Ruttle, Julie Bond, Aisling Glynn, Rob Nathan, Graham Dungan, Carol O’Boyce, Mary Tuohy and Mandy Swanwick

Playball Co-ordinator – Julie Bond

Hockey Co-ordinator – Meriel W alker

Swimming Co-ordinators – Mary Tuohy and Eileen Dornan

Parent Representatives to the Board of Management – Meriel Walker and Aubrey Bourke
Directory of Parents’ Trades and Services

Linden Landscapes

Design Construction Maintenance

David Armitage

Tel: (01) 2882975

Mobile: 087 6700644

E: lindenlandscapes@gmail.com

www.lindenlandscapes.ie

Foxrock  School of Motoring

Mandy Swanwick

Mobile: 086 1532502

RSA Approved Driving Instructor No. 35725

Avril Kavangh

Counsellor/Psychotherapist

B.Comm, BACAP, MBS

Counselling & Psychotherapy

113 Trees Road Upper

Mount Merrion

Co. Dublin







Mobile 085 1705617

avril@avrilkavanagh.ie

www.avrilkavanagh.ie





Blackrockbuzz.com

For good deals on electronic equipment such at Mp3 players, printers and netbooks go to www.blackrockbuzz.com

Delivery to the door locally is included at no extra cost.

Promoter: Emma Dungan

Ingrid Tidey would like work as part time Senior Administrative / P.A. or would offer her administrative services on an ad hoc/part-time basis. 

Contact Ingrid at ingridtidey@gmail.com

Lee Driving Academy

· South Dublin (all areas).

· Driving Tuition to all levels.

· Beginners to advanced.

· Pre-test Lessons.

· Excellent pass rates.

Book 10 Lessons get 1 free

Tel: (01) 2944779


Mob: 087 3261771

Web: leedrivingacademy.ie

Promoter: Tony Lee

Reflexology

The Committee of the Irish Reflexologists’ Institute would like to encourage everyone to avail of the benefits of this valuable non-invasive method of maintaining the health and well being of Mind, Body and Spirit.

Contact: Jan Baddeley IRI, AOR, 39 Leopardstown Drive, Leopardstown, Dublin 18. 

Tel: 01-2832015  

Mobile: 085-7333652

Ahelpinghand.ie
Helping busy people get more done

· Gardening

· Arrange Tradesman quotes & visits

· Cooking for the freezer

· Menu planning for entertaining

· Christmas Shopping/Tree Selection & Delivery

· Grave Maintenance

· Pet Sitting

· Property check when you are away

· Lifestyle support for older people

Visit us online OR

Tel: 01-2143589

Mobile: 087-2937903

E: Andrew@ahelpinghand.ie

Promoter: Andrew Dennison







