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  Welcome!  [image: image2.wmf]                  
Welcome to our Final Newsletter for the current school year! The summer term is always busy as various activities wind-up at the end of the year. The PA would like to take this opportunity to thank both the Board of Management and all of the staff at St Brigid’s for supporting the PA in the events that we run, for involving us in events throughout the school year and for the infectious enthusiasm with which they inspire our children. 
Afterschool activities this term included Swimming, Drama, Cycling Safety, Rounders and Playball. All activities continue to have a good uptake and to be enjoyed greatly by the children who participate. 
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Ice Cream Day 
[image: image1.wmf]On Friday 15th May it was Ice Cream Day in aid of Down Syndrome Ireland. Ice creams were cut for all the children in the school to eat at their main breaktime and we raised €250. The school also had some very special visitors to help the children understand who they were raising money for. There were a lot of very happy (and a few messy) faces afterwards. 
♫ Friday Nite at the Pavilion on May 29th ♫
[image: image10.wmf]The St Brigids School Choir, slightly depleted because of the June weekend, sang Hilary Guter's beautiful arrangement of "Jesus Loves Me" with the St Brigids Church Choir - even more moving than the rendition at the Easter church service.  The 17 children were extremely well behaved through both the practice session, and on stage.  They were so composed that you didn't notice they weren't singing with the Church Choir in their first song!

Past pupils Kathryn Armitage, Hannah Blair-White, Rachel Fitzpatrick and Hazel Windsor-Aubrey also sang as Arpeggio. Our thanks to Hilary Guter for rehearsing the children and all she put into the performance, to the parents who brought their children and supported the event and to Sally Blair-White who invited the school choir to be a part of the show. 
Cycling Safety 

‘Cycling for Safety’ has been run after school again for the children of 4th class.   The six sessions have been a great success, most of them in glorious sunshine.  One session was cut short as the heavens opened and the pouring rain meant we had to finish early.  Poor Andrew, Ally, Jodie and Kyle had to cycle home through the rain. They were absolutely soaked, but they put the vital skills they had learned to use and cycled safely home. 

The Cycling Safety and Skill School is run by Barbara and Noel Connolly. Noel who ran the course this year has a great way with the children and always gets the very best results from them. The course involves six 45 minute practical lessons.  Noel brings nippy BMX bikes and helmets. The course covers signalling, shoulder checking, correct positioning on the road, overtaking parked cars and many other skills. There is an emphasis on safety through control of the bike and traffic awareness. The children have brought in their own bikes over the weeks to have them checked over by Noel.  
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The PA would like to thank Jan Baddeley for organising and running cycling safety on our behalf. It is great to see the children learning new life skills on their bikes, lessons that will stay with them and keep them safe on the roads for many years to come.

Sports Day
[image: image11.wmf]On Monday 8th June all the PA could talk about was the weather. Would it rain like it did on Saturday? Would it be cold? Should we hold off till Thursday? If it rained overnight would the grass be too wet? Conversations were had. Websites were consulted. Weather forecasts were watched and prayers were said. After all that the weather was just perfect. Tuesday dawned dry and overcast but as the morning went on the clouds disappeared and the sun came out making all the difference to creating a wonderful sports day in which we could be very proud of the sportsmanship and team spirit of all our children. 
Thanks are due to the PA team of Marina, Andrew and Meriel who, together with Jane Coyne, ran the events, to the food team of Carol, Claire and Sandra who fed the children, to all the parents and past pupils who turned up to lead the teams around the group events and to all the parents, grandparents and minders who turned up to cheer their children on and soak up the atmosphere.
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The results were as follows: 
Sportsmanship Cup

Yellow Team – Captained by Aaron Nicholson
Team Winners


Orange Team – Captained by Wendy Eadie

Team Runner-Up


Green Team – Captained by Hannah Armitage

The PE Cups were presented to the school 12 months ago by the Molyneux family who were moving to Wexford. These awards are for the children’s contributions to PE classes throughout the year and they are awarded by Jane Coyne. The following children won the PE cup for their class: Vimbai Mudzongo (6th), John Baddeley (5th), Andrew Egan (4th), Ben Fitzpatrick (3rd), Lucy Condell (2nd), Rachel Price (1st), Lynne Gavin (Senior Infants) and Andy Armitage (Junior Infants).
Finally, hockey medals were awarded for contributions to hockey throughout the hockey season to Alice Windsor-Aubrey (Senior Group), Charlotte Martin (Intermediate) and Peter Armitage (Junior).
Swimming Gala
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The annual swimming gala for the children in the school swimming programme was held on Wednesday 10th June in Glenalbyn Swimming Pool. This term there are forty-five children doing swimming split by ability (not age or class) into six lanes. The children raced lane by lane in each of the strokes they have been practising and perfecting through the year – Front Crawl, Butterfly, Breast Stroke, Back Stroke and in the younger classes “Dolphin”! In lane one they “swim” one width only, by lanes three and four some of the races are two widths and the oldest groups are swimming lengths. 

At the end of each race medals were awarded on a proper podium and the children looked justifiably proud of their achievements as the parents, siblings and class mates cheered them on. The PA would like to thank Mary Tuohy and Eileen Dornan for all the work they put into running the swim programme and for running a very slick swimming gala with twenty five to thirty races in the allotted 40 minutes. 
Swimming Pool Party
[image: image13.wmf]The swimming pool party was held on Monday 15th June on a somewhat showery afternoon but it would have to be said that although the parents may have missed the sunshine of former years the children didn’t care a bit and had just as much if not more fun when the showers came. As a parent my over-riding memory of the day is of children blue with cold and chattering teeth eating Mr Freeze before they ran the cold off in the wonderful grounds at Dunstaffnage. The PA would like to thank Mandy Hollwey and Zef Klinkenbergh for their exceptional ongoing generosity in continuing to host this event which is looked forward to so much by parents and children.
♫ School Disco ♫
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                 On Thursday 18th June School Disco’s were held at 5pm for the Junior classes and from 6.30pm till 8.30pm for 3rd to 6th class. Many of the children went to enormous effort to get their “look” just right for the occasion and there was plenty of glitter and nail-varnish and hair gel to be seen. Once on the dance floor everyone had a great time and the profit on the night of €37 will go to the “Make A Wish Charity” which was selected by 6th class for support during this term.
Many thanks go to DJ Marco, without whom the event couldn’t happen, and to the parents who supervised on the day led by Meriel Walker for the senior disco and Mary Tuohy for the Juniors. 
☻☻☻ 6th Class Challenge ☻☻☻
Another year of "6th Classers" has completed 6th Class Challenge. A lot of activities were packed into the programme despite the reduced number of hours this year.  We learned CPR from nurse Caroline Classon and had a visit from a Spin FM DJ.  We photographed Stillorgan and we had a talk about the transition to secondary school with Suzanne Harris.  In February there was an action packed sleepover in the Parish Hall which included a newspaper fashion show, a quiz, a cookery demonstration, pizza making, t-shirt tie-dying and a mini X-Factor!  The children demonstrated their social skills by chatting up the old folk at several Contact Lunches during the year and we finished up with a trip to the bowling alley followed by breakfast in McDonalds. 
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Sara Cavanagh is now stepping down as leader and we thank her for her valuable contribution to the success of the programme. We are delighted to announce that Karen Armitage will continue with Meriel in September.

Meriel Walker and Sara Cavanagh
Congratulations on winning a Merit Award!
The Merit Awards are plaques which were presented by the PA some years ago. The teachers select a child out of each class from 1st to 6th to be the recipient on the basis of performance through the year including behaviour, improvement in a particular area, consideration for others in the class and participation in class. The PA would like to congratulate the following children who are this year’s recipients of the Merit Awards. Well done to you all! 
1st Class:
Nicki Bond, Oliver Dennison and Rachel Price

2nd Class: 
Sam Dornan

3rd Class:
Louise Bourke

4th Class:
Heather Swanwick

5th Class:
John Baddeley

6th Class:
Alice Windsor-Aubrey

New Members for the PA 
A number of the PA will be stepping down at the end of this school year.The PA is a dynamic group involved in many aspects of school life. They meet two or three times per term on a weekday evening generally at 8 or 8.30pm for 1½ hours. Yes, there is some work / responsibility involved in being on the PA but it is fun and interesting and a good opportunity to meet other parents.  If you would like to get involved next year please talk to any member of the current committee. The PA AGM will be held in the autumn term to elect a new committee.
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And Finally,
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The Parents’ Association would like to wish the class of 2009 and anyone else leaving the school every success and happiness as they race off into whatever their futures hold. Good Luck!

The PA would also like to wish you, the parents and children of our school, a happy and healthy summer and we look forward to seeing you and working with you and on your behalf again next year.
St Brigid’s Parents’ Association Committee

stbrigidspa@gmail.com
Meriel Walker, Andrew Dennison, Sandra Ruttle, Julie Bond, Jan Baddeley, Clare Beirne, Marina Douglas, Carol O’Boyce, Mary Tuohy and Cathryn Windsor-Aubrey
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