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Performance by St Agnes’ Community Youth Orchestra
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The orchestra performed well-known favorites such as Rossini’s William Tell’s Overture and the Can-can from Orpheus in the Underworld by Offenbach. 4th class led by Mandy Swanwick played percussion for two pieces called Paradise Island and Calypso and the whole school sang ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’ to the tune of Beethoven’s Ode to Joy.  
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A New Addition to St Brigid’s! 

Hi! I'm Harry Pickles.  I have travelled all the way from South Africa by Aer Lingus and I am now residing in the plush surroundings of the principal's office and I hope to obtain Irish citizenship very soon.
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That's enough Harry Pickles; another one of her little stories!  Harry Pickles is a 3 month old, captive-bred, African Pygmy, hedgehog, and unlike her native Irish cousins she needs heat and won't grow as big.  She is very tame; a very happy-go-lucky hoglet who loves the company of children.  She lives on a diet of dried cat food, mince, chicken, green vegetables, apples and raisins but her favourite is mealworms.  Hedgehogs are nocturnal creatures, but Harry Pickles is getting used to the school timetable. 
Life is good here in St. Brigid’s National School   - Love Pickles
Hockey: St Brigids  4 – Wyvern 0
Last Week St Brigid’s/All Saints Hockey team played their first league match of the year against Wyvern. The match was played in UCD on a bitterly cold afternoon. Parents were freezing but enjoyed the match, particularly the result. We had an attacking game. Our goal keeper Evan Condell was as cold as the parents because all of the play was in the other half. 1st half ended and we had the lead two-nil with goals from Jack Maybury and James Walker. The 2nd half began with the same strategy we took a 3-0 lead with James grabbing his second of the game. Coming near the end whistle St Brigid’s got their 4th goal, scored by Andrew Scanlan from a short corner, to the delight of our coaches Nicky Cornick and Andrea Cornick. The end of a successful day at UCD.

Match Report: Andrew Scanlon, Captain
Open Morning

The open morning, on the 5th November, was a huge success and the school was buzzing.  There were many new faces looking around the school and the school looked fantastic.  A huge thank you to all the teachers and pupils who worked extra hard to get the school looking fabulous.  The art work on the walls was outstanding (as always).
School Social – Beetle Drive
Beetle Mania descended on the Parish Hall on Friday 21st November. The evening started in a friendly and relaxed fashion with delicious Indian Food from Monsoon. Once the dice started rolling things became more frenzied as parents became more competitive! 
The evening’s prizes went to Paul Acton, Claudine Gavin, Stephen Bond, George Windsor Aubrey and Jackie Cowap.  A big thank-you to Louise Delahunty who donated tickets to Leopardstown Christmas Festival, to www.adoreyourskin.com for the beautiful Dead Sea Mineral Skincare products and to Ian Dornan of Simply Wines for donating wine. Thanks to Meriel Walker and her brilliant team for organising the event and decorating the hall which was looking great.
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Dates for your Diaries!

· Tuesday December 9th – School outing to the Panto

· Tuesday December 16th at 7pm – School Carol Service
· Wednesday 24th December (Christmas Eve) at 7pm – Drama Nativity Service in Church

· Saturday 31st January – 6th Class Challenge Sleepover in the Parish Centre (6th Class only) 

· Tuesday  March 3rd - Whole School trip to Music in the Classroom in the NCH

· Sunday March 29th – School Show – please put this date in your diaries. We would hope to do all the rehearsing during school hours except for the final rehearsal which will be immediately prior to the show itself.

· There will be a number of events during the summer term and we will advise you of the dates for these as they become available. 

Volunteers will be required for the School Show and for Sports Day. If you would like to volunteer to assist at either of these events please get in touch with us – help is always appreciated. Also if there is a parent who would be interested in co-ordinating the school show on behalf of the PA would you please get in touch with either Meriel Walker or Julie Bond. In the meantime please put the dates in your diaries and look forward to enjoying these events with our children. 

At the end of the newsletter there is a section outlining the afterschool activities, which are being run in the autumn and spring terms. We hope parents will find this a useful reference point.

And Finally,

The School Carol Service will be on 16th December at 7pm. After the service, the PA will be serving mince pies, mulled wine, non-alcoholic punch and juice in the GP Room and we hope that you will join us at this informal gathering. 

Meanwhile we hope that December is not too frantic and that you have a happy healthy and peaceful Christmas season. We look forward to seeing you all and working on your behalf – and on behalf of the children – in the New Year.
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Weekly PA AfterSchool Activities for Autumn and Spring Terms

Monday

Chess Club
A fun hour of playing chess and other board games.

2.40 – 3.40 2nd – 6th Class.





Co-ordinator: Caroline Jolley

Cycling Safety
This course will commence in Feb 2009 and will be open to 4th class and 5th /6th class

pupils who have not previously taken it. It will run for 6 weeks.





Co-ordinator: Jan Baddeley

Wednesday
Swimming
2 – 2.45pm in Glenalbyn Swimming Pool





Senior Infants – 6th Class





Co-ordinators: Mary Tuohy and Eileen Dornan

Wednesday
Drama

6.15 – 7.15pm Junior Group in GP Room (1st to 3rd Class)





7.20 – 8.20pm Senior Group in GP Room (4th to 6th Class)





Co-ordinator: Jenny Graves

Friday

Playball

1.20-2.20pm on Rectory Field weather permitting or in Parish Hall / GP Room




Junior and Senior Infants, 1st Class





Co-ordinator: Julie Bond

Friday 

Hockey

2.30-3.30pm in St Raphaela’s 





2nd -6th Class





Co-ordinators: Meriel Walker and Suzanne Harris

On Thursday 6th November the school had a visit from the School Orchestra of St Agnes, Primary in Crumlin. These pupils are part of a project whereby every one of the 378 pupils in that school have weekly violin lessons. 50 of those pupils rehearse with the school orchestra for an hour after school on Wednesdays. All of the string sections in the orchestra are represented and there were 5 double basses, 7 cellos, and 8 violas in the orchestra as well as the violins. The percussion section was our own 4th class pupils.








No words can describe the excitement of the children both on the stage and in the audience. There was a huge buzz in the hall and the film crew and radio recordings only added to the excitement. Hopefully many of you have heard the broadcast on Morning Ireland the next day or since listened to the podcast online.





St Agnes’ have also extended an invitation to all our parents, pupils and staff to attend their Christmas concert at St Agnes’ Primary School, Armagh Road, Crumlin on Wednesday 17th December at 7.30pm.











