St Brigid’s Church of Ireland National School Parents’ Association

Easter Update - March 2008


After School Activities

· The PA has been running Swimming, Drama, Hockey, Cycling Safety and Playball afterschool this term. There are special reports in this newsletter on Hockey, which has just finished for this year and Cycling Safety, which is being run for the second time this year.
· Rounders will start after Easter on Tuesdays and Fridays for 3rd class upwards.
· Drama is run by Jenny Graves on Wednesday night for two groups: Juniors from 6.15-7.15pm and Seniors from 7.15-8.15pm. Both groups were entered into the Talent Show last Saturday evening which was great entertainment. Many thanks to Jenny for her hard work.
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· Swimming Forms for Term 3 are due in by Wednesday March 12th, 2008. Please speak with Sherilyn Siggins or Mary Tuohy or email stbrigidspa@gmail.com if you did not receive a form, title swimming.
[image: image2.wmf]Hockey -Nicky Cornick coaches the team entered into the Under 12's Boys (including up to 4 girls) Leinster League. This team had wins against St Andrews 3-0, Delgany National School 5-0, Sandford Park 3-1, Taney 4-0, St Patricks N.S. 2-0, and a draw against Wyvern National School 0-0 which led them to a semi final last Friday against Dalkey Project School.  This was a very tight match with St Brigid's/All Saints scoring in the last few minutes to make the full time score 1-1.  In extra time, there were some excellent attacks by both teams despite tired legs. However, Dalkey Project scored from a break away attack leaving the score 1-2.  It was a very exciting match, with some great play from St Brigid's/All Saints.  Well done to the full squad of players!
Unfortunately, due a lack of girls in our school hockey this year we were unable to enter a team in the Leinster Girls U'12s 8 a side hockey.  However, Whitechurch National School hockey co-ordinator Alison Fraser, who very sadly passed away last month from a long illness, introduced a new league for primary schools made up mainly of 5th class children who did not make either of the above mentioned teams.  Our team consisted of the middle group coached by Marina Douglas from 2nd class up to 5th class. We had matches against Wesley College 0-1, Rathfarnham Parish 0-0, Whitechurch 0-2, Kill of the Grange 0-0, St Andrews Bray 0-0.  These results were excellent as the teams we were playing consisted mainly of 5th and 6th class children from much larger schools.  Matches were played in great spirit and our children really enjoyed them.  It was a great experience.  Hopefully this league will continue next year and the children moving up from Andrew Potts group consisting of mostly 2nd class will be ready to play at this level.

St Andrews Transistion year students organised a 4th class 8 a side afternoon hockey blitz in aid of Kisiizi Hospital, Jinja Orphanage and Rubirizi School in Uganda.  We brought two teams of 8 from 2nd class up to 4th class to support this fund-raising event.

Finally, an extra word of thanks to our three regular student coaches Naomi, Ciara and Ealish from St Raphaela's school. They have been with us for two years and have agreed to continue coaching next September.  These girls contribute a lot and we are very lucky to have them.  Also, a word of thanks to Sr Mary from St Raphaela's School for making for the pitch available to us, it is an extremely convenient location for our hockey.
Marina Douglas
CYCLING SAFETY for your Children
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‘Cycling for Safety’ after school activity is being run again at St. Brigid’s this February and March.  After a very successful session last April with the then 5th and 6th class pupils, it is back through great demand with each place for 18 children immediately filled.

The course involves six 45 minute practical lessons (at the school). Bikes and Helmets are provided. The course covers: 
· signaling, 
· shoulder checking, 
· correct positioning on the road, 
· overtaking parked cars, etc. 
There is an emphasis on safety through control of the bike and traffic awareness. The children each receive a well-deserved certificate on completion of the course.
The Cycling Safety and Skill School is run and given by Barbara and Noel Connolly,Co Kildare, who said of the pupils “it has been a pleasure working with them, what with their enthusiasm and the effort they have put in”.  It is great to see the children learning new, life skills on their bikes, lessons that will stay with them and keep them safe on the roads.

Jan Baddeley
Parents’ Association Activities

· [image: image4.wmf]Wooden Tops were fitted to the small walls in the playground in order to make them warmer and more comfortable to sit on and safer if the children fall against them. Many thanks to Meriel Walker for all her work organising this.

· Dale Treadwell of Naturally Wild had an exhibition at the 2008 BT Young Scientist in the RDS.  The Parents’ Association were given approval to invite Mr Treadwell to the school. Last month he presented an interesting show about wild life found in rural Ireland, and insects and bugs in your back garden.  He also talked about the importance of recycling is and the damage we our doing to our environment and wild life with our rubbish. A very informative morning.  
· National Parents Council.  There is a newsletter from the national parents’ council on the school notice board or it can be downloaded from their website www.npc.ie. In particular there is a new Minority Religion Group being established within the council. If there is a parent who would like to be involved in this please talk to either Marina Douglas or Julie Bond or email us at stbrigidspa@gmail.com. 
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· First Aid.  The Parents’ Association are considering running First Aid courses for any interested parents or minders. This would be a one day weekend or evening course covering the main aspects of first aid include CPR, the recovery position, choking, bleeding, burns and some medical emergencies such as Asthma and Epilepsy. Any parents who are interested should contact the parents association at stbrigidspa@gmail.com and mark the email First Aid.
· There have been two meetings of the Parent Teacher Group at which the school show, school trips, sports day, school numbers and the enrolment process were discussed. These meetings continue to be a useful forum for exchanging ideas and discussing future projects.
Forthcoming Events

· School Show 
[image: image6.jpg]


The School Show will be held in the Parish Centre on Sunday 27th April at 4.00pm. Due to a number of major events at this time of year there were great difficulties finding a suitable date. While Sunday is not a preferred date, it is the most suitable, and we are grateful to Reverend Gallagher for his permission to have the show on this day.
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Jane Coyne, Hilary Guter and a professional choreographer will work with the children during their PE and music classes. The only rehearsal outside of school hours will be on the day of the show from 2pm to 4pm. During that time the PA will provide food and refreshments for the children. Please ensure that your children will be available that afternoon.

Tea and coffee will be served after the show, which is expected to conclude at 5.30pm.

· School Show Volunteers required please!
The PA invites parents to volunteer their supervisory services for the afternoon and evening of the show. We require 2 parents from each class. They will be responsible for their child’s class during rehearsal, sit with them during the show (front rows of the hall) and keep them together before their individual performance for a short period in the side room of the hall. This will be planned in a way that all parents will see their children perform. 
We also ask for the services of a parent, preferably one that owns, or can get hold of, a digital DVD camera, to film the show. A platform will be erected in the centre of the hall for the ‘cameraperson’ (best view in the house!) Copies of the DVD will be available for €5. 

Please register your interest to volunteer by emailing stbrigidspa@gmail.com, title School Show.

· The Swimming Gala will be on Wednesday 11th June. This will be the last day of swimming in the summer term.

· Sports Day.  Sports day will be on June 10th or 13th or 17th, depending on the weather. 
· Swimming Pool Party – The Hollweys annual outdoor Swimming Pool Party will be held in the summer term at their home in Dunstaffnage mid to late June (date to be confirmed). The Parents’ Association are extremely grateful to the Hollweys for opening their home to us every summer and the children really look forward to it.
School Numbers and Marketing
· At the Parent Teacher Group Meeting on 27th February, Anne Andrews outlined to the PA the current estimated enrolment figures for September 2008. These figures continue to change right up to the start of the school year in September but at present it appears that there will be between 85 and 90 pupils enrolled. This includes 15 places which have been accepted for Junior Infants.
· As you will be aware from the school AGM, work in relation to marketing the school is on-going. There are new signs up on St Brigid’s Church Road and Brewery Road. The website is up and running and being updated. The contact information for both the school and playschool has been added into the Parish newsletter from the April edition onwards. There has also been increased contact between Playschool and the school. Playschool are performing at school services rather than just attending and they have visited the school to meet Dale Treadwell. In addition the Infants went on a trip to playschool for a talk by the Dublin SPCA.
· You can also help as parents by talking up the school among friends, neighbours and in the wider community. As you are aware, the children at St Brigid’s are having a positive experience at school, benefiting from its happy and friendly environment and the range of activities on offer.  

Finally…

· [image: image8.jpg]IM ” f““‘ “H‘“




If you have any questions about the work the PA is doing within the school or any concerns that the PA could help with please contact any member of the committee. If you feel there is an area in which you have some expertise and could assist the PA committee please contact us. There are a number of projects being initiated which might benefit from your skills. The PA’s work is targeted to promote the education, interests and well-being of the pupils – our children – of St. Brigid’s. 

· [image: image9.wmf]Wishing you and all your family a very Easter and looking forward to working with you and on your behalf in the Summer Term.
St Brigid’s Parents’ Association Committee

stbrigidspa@gmail.com
· Marina Douglas

Chairperson

087 6451425
· Andrew Dennison

Vice Chairperson

087 2937903
· Meriel Walker

Treasurer

086 3321816
· Julie Bond


Secretary

087 9891588


· Jan Baddeley





085 7333652

· John Craven





085 1496767

· Suzanne Harris




087 9354869
· Mary Tuohy





087 2732142

· Cathryn Windsor-Aubrey



086 2757247
The Parent Representatives on the Board of Management are Aubrey Bourke and Vivienne Gilmer.
