St Brigid’s Church of Ireland National School Parents’ Association

Easter 2010 Newsletter

__________________________________________________________

Welcome!

It is hard to believe that we are heading into the last term of this school year!  The children in St Brigid’s have been very busy as you will see from the articles and pictures in this newsletter!  The Parents’ Association would like to take this opportunity to thank the hardworking teachers and staff of the school, and the Board of Management for their continuing support in the various activities.   Without their help and encouragement we would not be able to run them so successfully!  The Parent Teacher Group continues to meet on a regular basis and this has become a valuable forum for exchanging ideas and organising events. We would also like to thank those Parents and Minders who have supervised various activities throughout the last term.  Again, without your invaluable contribution to the life of the school, we would not be able to run these events.
Pancake Day
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St Brigid’s Pancake Party 2010 was a huge success.  The event was supported by both the parents and kids of the school and the play school.  The atmosphere on the morning was fantastic with over 500 pancakes gobbled up by both big and little people!!!  The event would not be possible without the support of a large number of people, in particular the parents who cooked pancakes before and on the morning, all who helped in the hall, to Superquinn, Blackrock for “essential supplies” and to Ann Andrews, Jacque Armitage and Rev Ian Gallagher for their support.  We raised €455 for The National Children’s Hospital in Tallaght, so thank you most sincerely, for your wonderful help and support.

Sandra Ruttle

After School Activities

Swimming will be back immediately after Easter on April 14th, an uninterrupted 10 week term with the Gala on Wed June 9th.  We finish up with our last swim on June 16th.
Playball continues to be a fun activity for the younger children on Thursdays and Fridays, with Ian and Peter Dumbledon doing a fantastic job!  You should have received a note regarding next terms dates and fee.   We start off again on Thurs 15th and Fri 16th April.
Hockey has finished for the rest of the year and we hope to start Rounders after the Easter Holidays for the older children.  Further details will follow. 
Hockey News
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Once again the middle group of 2nd class through to 5th class did really well.  We entered the Alison Fraser league which is meant mainly for 6th class children and we had some really excellent hockey.  We were in a tough section, but we had wins against St Andrews, Bray and Monkstown Educate Together and a hard fought draw against Rathfarnham School.  The only loss was against Wesley Preps with Daniel Gilmer, a former pupil(!),  scoring the only goal.  These matches were played on a full pitch and all the players performed really well.  Great team spirit was displayed throughout.  However, despite the great teamwork we finished 3rd on 8 points with Rathfarnham coming 2nd on 9 points and Wesley Preps lst on 12 points.  
Andrew Potts, coach to the juniors, has commented that his group “are a very talented bunch of youngsters indeed!” and he has really enjoyed coaching them and seeing them improve.
 

The hockey season finished with a tournament in memory of Wendy Porter.  Teams were made up with pupils from each of the three levels and lots of competitive fun was had by all.  The winning team, captained by Heather Swanwick and pictured above, were presented the Wendy Porter Cup by David Priestman, Wendy’s brother (and dad to Ali in 5th Class).  
Marina Douglas, Coach to the middle group
The Senior Group comprised of 18 Kids - 8 girls and and10 boys all from 5th and 6th classes of St. Brigid’s and All Saints Schools.  We entered the Leinster Schoolboys Under 12 League, which allows us to play 4 girls at any one time on the pitch. We had wins against Taney B, Rathgar Junior, and St. Andrews - Lucan. We had great games against Dalkey School Project which we just lost, but score does not matter, it’s the way the kids played with great stamina, determination and team spirit. We qualified for the Quarter Finals where we played Sandford School where again determination and discipline came into play. They fought extremely well but unfortunately we just lost.  All credit goes to everyone on the squad where there was great comradeship, skill, team spirit and above all FUN. Credit goes to our Captain James Walker who drove the squad on. The object of playing hockey after school is for the kids to learn hockey skills and also to learn to be in a team environment. This will benefit them in future life as well as giving them loads of excise in all weather conditions! 
 Nicky Cornick, Coach to the senior group
News from the Garden
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We were very excited to find masses of frogspawn in the pond on Mother's Day.  All our daffodils are in full bloom and bring hope for good weather. 
As tradition dictates, the potatoes went in for Patrick's Day, we are growing Queens, Charlotte and Duke of York with some Blue Danube for fun.

We also received some good news on Patrick's Day-we are allowed to get a pig (or two!) thanks to Rev. Gallagher. Hurrah!  The polytunnel is being put to good use storing plants for the May fair.  We also plan to have lovely fresh tomatoes and basil for June. 
On 26th March, the playhouse was dedicated by Rev Ian Gallagher,  to the memory of those parents, children and friends of St Brigid’s who are no longer with us.  This playhouse was purchased with funds kindly donated by the Stillorgan Players and St Brigid’s PA..
Andrew Dennison
E Safety Seminar 

On Thursday evening, March 12th, an eSafety  Seminar was held in the GP Room at 8.00pm. In what was a very informative evening,  parents were taken through technologies that children engage with in today’s world, ie. Mobile phones, Internet, etc. and shown the importance of them understanding the risks associated with their usage.  Privacy of information and cyberbullying were just some of the topics discussed and the valuable message we all took home is how important it is that our children learn how to stay safe online.  Visit www.esafety.ie for more information. The PA are having discussions with the teachers as to how this topic could most appropriately be introduced into the senior classroom.
Written by Birgitta Morton (Mum to Jessica in 5th class and Nicole in 2nd class)
School Show Update and Check dates for your Diary!
 

This year, for their annual school show the children will be performing Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Coat. The show is on Thursday 29th April at 7pm - so put the date in your diary and look forward to a real treat. The children have been working on the music all term with Hilary Guter and on the choreography / dramatisation since late February with Karen Armitage and Barbara Harris. Mandy Swanwick has been working with the Infants on a special overture put together for the show. 1st and 2nd class are providing the children's chorus and the older classes are the brothers, narrators and Egyptians. Costume fittings happened during breaktime in the last week of school and so the excitement is mounting. 

 

The PA are extremely grateful to Hilary, Mandy, Karen and Barbara and the many other parent /grandparent volunteers who have been involved in preparing the children for this show. We would ask you to encourage the children to learn their words / listen to their music because while 29th April still seems a long way off to them it will come around very fast once we are back in school. 
There will be a full dress rehearsal on Sunday 25th April from 2 - 5pm for all the children except the Infants and we will be sending you both reminders about that dress rehearsal and costume information as soon as we have it available. Many thanks in advance to the parents who have volunteered to help us run the dress rehearsal on the 29th or backstage on the day of the show itself. Finally if your child is not going to take part in the show please email us at stbrigidspa@gmail.com and let us know so that we are not making costumes or rehearsing a child who will not be taking part. 

 

*WANTED * WANTED * WANTED* WANTED * WANTED * WANTED*

THRONE FOR PHARAOH IN THE SCHOOL SHOW
We are looking for one old chair which could be spray-painted gold and become Pharaoh’s throne. Ideally  with arms, a little bit ornate and on its way to the Mayfair. Please tell Julie Bond or Karen Armitage or email us at stbrigidspa@gmail.com if you think you might have a chair willing to take part in this year’s school show.

*WANTED * WANTED * WANTED* WANTED * WANTED * WANTED*

Art Competition

We had a superb entry for our Art Competition this year with 60 children submitting an entry.   The theme of the competition this year was “The Garden”.  A wonderful and colourful variety of materials were used including:  pencils, crayons, markers, paint, collage and photographs.  A big “Thank You” to artist Zef Klinkenberg for carrying out the very difficult task of judging the entries.   
The winners are:

Junior Infants

Keila Galavan-Glynn

Senior Infants

Joanne Park

1st Class

Laura Burrell

2nd Class

Nicole Holland

3rd Class

Adam Dillon

4th Class

Lucy Dornan


5th Class

Jessica Holland

6th Class

John Baddeley
The winning entries will be framed and put on display in the school hallway and all other entries will be put on display in our G.P. Room.  Well done to one and all!

Cathy Gallagher
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By Keila Galavan-Glynn                            By Joanne Park
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By Laura Burrell


        By Nicole Holland
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By Adam Dillon                                         By Lucy Dornan
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By Jessica Holland


        By John Baddeley
Litter Awareness Week
On the first week back after Easter, April 12th -16th, St Brigid's will run a "Litter Awareness/ Tidy School" week. This will involve a number of educational activities, a poster competition and a tidy up of the immediate school environment. Parental involvement and support would be very much appreciated with this endeavour which will be co-ordinated by myself on behalf of the school. More Details to follow.

Majella Brophy
Coffee After Church

The Parents Association have been asked to serve coffee after the 11.30 am church service on Sunday 23rd May 2010 so we hope to see you there for a cuppa and a chat!

Mayfair

This big annual parish event is scheduled for Saturday 29th May 2010 from 10 am til 2 pm and we hope to see many of you there on the day!  The Parents’ Association will be running the barbeque stall and we would be very grateful if some of you could volunteer to help at this stand for an hour on the day.  If you can help us out, please contact Andrew Dennison or Rob Nathan.  
Summer BBQ

To round off the school year with some fun, food and fair weather(!) the PA are planning a summer BBQ.  Being weather dependant this will be on either Friday 11th June or Friday 18th June, starting a 5 pm.   Bring your own picnic food and meat, we will supply the hot barbeques and the fun and games!  Sure to be a great way to end the year and get to know each other better!   More details about this event will follow.

» » » » » Some Dates for your Diary « « « « «
· Dress Rehearsal School Show –– Sunday 25th April from 2 pm til 5 pm (Infants will not be required for this rehearsal)  There will be two further dress rehearsals held during the PE slots on Tuesday 27th and Thursday 29th.
· School Show – Thursday 29th April at 7 pm.
· Swimming Gala – Wednesday 9th June at 2 pm
· Sports Day – Provisional dates (This event is weather dependent) 12 – 2 pm on June 15th, 17th or 22nd
· Summer BBQ – Friday 11th June or Friday 18th June –  also weather dependent!
And Finally ……..

……..
The PA is here to serve you, the parents, and to help Ann Andrews and her staff in making St Brigid’s a happy, fun and safe place for our children.  If you have any concerns in relation to any of the activities and events run by the PA, then please do not hesitate to contact any of the committee members or the activity co-ordinators.  Again we would like to acknowledge that many of these events and activities could not be run without your support and help with supervision.  Please get in touch with us if you would like to volunteer for a specific event, in particular we will be looking for help with sports day and the Mayfair.
We hope you all had a very Happy and Chocolatey Easter!  We look forward to serving you again in the final term this year!

St Brigid’s Parents’ Association Committee

stbrigidspa@gmail.com

Andrew Dennison, Lilian Burrell, Sandra Ruttle, Julie Bond, Aisling Glynn, Rob Nathan, Graham Dungan, Carol O’Boyce, Mary Tuohy and Mandy Swanwick

Playball Co-ordinator – Julie Bond

Hockey Co-ordinator – Meriel W alker

Swimming Co-ordinators – Mary Tuohy and Eileen Dornan

Parent Representatives to the Board of Management – Meriel Walker and Aubrey Bourke
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