St Brigid’s Church of Ireland National School Parents’ Association

April 2009 Newsletter

Welcome!

Welcome to our April Newsletter! It has been a busy term for the PA (not to mention the children and teachers!) and we have included here a flavour of some of the things that have happened this term!

Afterschool activities this term included Swimming, Drama, Hockey and Playball. All activities continue to have a good uptake and to be enjoyed greatly by the children who participate. Hockey has finished for the season and you will find a report on the year below. There have been some issues at swimming but the behaviour has improved. The PA is grateful to Ms Andrews for her assistance in sorting out problems and will keep a watchful eye on swimming next term. Next term we hope to have both Rounders and the Cycling Safety Course. 
Pancake Day
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This year, Shrove Tuesday was truly Pancake Tuesday in St Brigid’s as the entire school and playschool supported the National Children’s Hospital in their efforts to raise much needed funds.  In less than 1 hour, over 300 pancakes were gobbled up by all the children and many parents.  Thank you to every one for your support especially the many Mums who made delicious pancakes for the party, to Kieran Tuohy and Carol O’Boyce for their cooking skills on the morning and to Lorcan Hardy (Luke’s Dad – Junior Infants) for providing all the food compliments of Superquinn, Blackrock.  We raised a wonderful €315 for The Childrens Hospital, Tallaght.   Well done.  

Sandra Ruttle
Spring Art Competition

The winners of the spring art competition were announced after the Easter Service on Friday 3rd April They are as follows: Hannah Armitage (6th), Lily Cowap (5th), Olga Romanenko (4th), Ben Fitzpatrick (3rd), Peter Armitage (2nd), Rachel Price (1st), Peter Bond (Sen Inf) and Yana Samoylova(Jun Inf). Well done to the winners and also to everyone who entered. The standard was very high and there were some very difficult decisions to make. The PA would like to thank Cathy Gallagher for organising this competition on our behalf and Zef Klinkenberg for taking on the difficult task of judging it. We look forward to seeing all of the entries on display in school.
End of Season Hockey Report
Senior Group - St Brigids School Hockey season started in September with loads of players coming forward from the younger group. I had 14 children and we entered the Leinster School Boys/Girls Under 12 League.  We won 3 and lost 2 and unfortunately we did not qualify for the play-offs.  I saw a huge improvement in all of my players and believe they will do well in Secondary School. They played with great enthusiasm and seemed to enjoy themselves which is the reason why we get them to play hockey. I wish those leaving all the very best and hope they continue to play hockey in the future.                                                                                Nicky Cornick
Middle Group – We entered the Alison Fraser league which is a mixed hockey league primarily for 5th and 6th class children from larger national schools who can cater for 2 teams.  St Brigids entered 3rd and 4th class children and they excelled themselves.  Before Christmas we played Kill of the Grange and Whitechurch National School and beat them 2-0 and 2-1 respectively.  During January/February we played Rathgar Junior School and St Andrews Bray and won both matches 1-0 and 2-0.  Four wins out of four, fantastic results from a team of such young players.  Each of the children worked really hard for one another on the pitch, and the sportsmanship on and off the pitch was excellent.  We were left to play our last match against Monkstown Educate Together, a team we had been advised to watch as they had excellent players and this was their only team in the school.  A very tough match and our little guys played out a 0-0 draw and could have snatched a victory.  St Brigid’s advanced to the semi-final against Wesley College on Tuesday 31st March where they were beaten 1-0 by the Wesley Preps team in a very close competitive match.
Junior Group -Andrew Potts our extremely versatile hockey coach has been doing an excellent job with the junior group.   His encouragement towards the children is fantastic. It’s just a matter of time before Andrew is head hunted by Irish hockey.  Let him stay our little secret – this rugby coach turned hockey addict!!

Marina Douglas

The Hockey season closed on Friday 3rd April with a Hockey tournament. There were four teams made up of players from each of our three hockey groups. The winning team, captained by Andrew Scanlon, was presented with the Wendy Porter Hockey Cup. This cup has been presented by the PA in memory of Wendy who during her years as a parent in St Brigid’s was actively involved in the parents’ association and instrumental in setting up school Hockey. The PA were delighted to welcome Wendy’s children, Erica, Leigh and Andrew to present the cup.
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French Food Day
Friday 20th March was French Food Day at St. Brigid’s. The idea was to expand the French curriculum into teaching a little bit of culture and not just vocabulary! A table in the GP room was laid out with French sticks of bread, which could be eaten with French cheeses, several types of salami, chicken pate, grapes, olives and various salad items, including spinach and a French dressing. The cheese was the most popular choice but the emphasis was on tasting something new! The children were given the opportunity to talk about what kinds of food were eaten in France and how it differs to Ireland. At the end of each session there was a piece of French chocolate to be tasted. Thank-you to Cathryn Windsor-Aubrey for setting this up and to Jan Baddeley who helped Nuala Griffin, our French teacher, on the day!
♫ Music in the Classroom ♫
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On Tuesday 3rd March, the entire school accompanied by staff and a few lucky parents took a trip to the National Concert Hall to see the RTE National Symphony Orchestra perform their Music in the Classroom Series. There was enormous excitement, especially in 4th class when it was discovered that Charlotte’s dad, Neil Martin was on stage playing viola! The concert itself was a mix of classical works introducing the various sections of the orchestra (Tubby the Tuba) or telling stories (The Three Little Pigs) and the big sing-a-long works from Disney and Hairspray. The children had put a lot of work into learning the words and this really paid off. It was a really enjoyable and educational outing which the PA would hope to be able to repeat in the future. Many thanks to Meriel Walker for organising this trip.
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School Uniform Survey☻☻☻
29 parents representing 39 children returned a NO vote or 48%

22 parents representing 29 children returned a YES vote or 37%

9 parents didn’t vote at all or 15%

The Parent’s Association and the Staff of St. Brigid’s are pleased that the result of the survey favours a no uniform policy.  This is the second time in 5 years that the parents have been surveyed and the result has been the same on both occasions.  The Parent’s Association initially proposed the idea of a school sweatshirt from the point of view of a marketing tool rather than a uniform as such, but as this has proven the least popular option, this idea will not be taken any further.  We would like to thank everybody who took part in the survey for your valuable opinion.
♫ ♫ Mamma Mia Comes to St Brigid’s! ♫♫
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There was standing room only in the Parish Hall for the School Show which took place on Sunday 29th March and was a showcase of the very talented children and the wonderful teaching which is taking place during PE and Music classes. If you were there, you will know exactly what I mean! If you weren’t …..buy the DVD and sit back and enjoy!

The evening started with some Easter songs from the 1st to 6th School Choir. Then the four younger classes treated to us to songs about some of their favourite animals – mostly insects and butterflies and a distinct emphasis on slimy squirmy wriggly things. Then we moved into the main theme of the evening - a journey through many of the best loved musicals including The King & I, The Sound of Music, Mary Poppins, Oliver, Annie, Bugsy Malone and finally the smash hit of last summer Mamma Mia. Every child sang and danced their heart out and as parents our hearts swelled with pride and tears came to our eyes. By the end there was nothing left to say except……Thank-you for the Music!
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Needless to say an event like that doesn’t take place without an enormous amount of help from very many people. On the night Meriel Walker named many of those who had volunteered and I would just like to take this opportunity to say that putting on the show is very much a team event. There were at least 29 parents who contributed to making it possible and without them it could not be done. Thank-you! 
The PA would also like to thank the Board of Management for their support in contracting Sarajane Bloomer. We were delighted to see Revd Gallagher and a number of other Board members at the show. We would also like to thank the staff for facilitating the show, encouraging the children and their assistance in running the full school rehearsal that took place in the week prior to the show.

Julie Bond
Julia Romanenko, whose daughter Olia is in 4th class is a professional photographer and took about150 pictures during the school show. These photos are available on her website at the link below.  The password you need a password to access it is “brigids”. http://PegasusArtStudio.com/main.php?g2_itemId=8968 
To contact Julia: Julia.romanenko@hotmail.com or 086 721 7717 or http://PegasusArtStudio.com 
Coming Soon on DVD!

St BRIGID’S SCHOOL SHOW AND CAROL SERVICE
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The DVD of the School Show will also have the School Carol Service from last December on it. It is very reasonably priced at €5 per copy and will be available after the Easter holidays. If you would like a copy please put the money in an envelope with your child’s name and class on it and give it to Julie Bond or your class teacher by 24th April. 
Dates for your Diaries!

At the end of this newsletter you will find a calendar of PA events for the summer term. Help will be required to run sports day. If you would like to volunteer please get in touch with anyone on the committee – help is always appreciated. In the meantime please put the dates in your diaries and look forward to enjoying these events with our children. Also included here is a section outlining the afterschool activities, which are being run during the summer term. We hope parents will find this a useful reference point.

And Finally,

The PA would like to wish you a Happy Easter and we look forward to seeing you and working with you and on your behalf again next term.
St Brigid’s Parents’ Association Committee

stbrigidspa@gmail.com
· Meriel Walker

Chairperson

086 3321816
· Andrew Dennison

Vice Chairperson

087 2937903
· Sandra Ruttle

Treasurer

087 2344964
· Julie Bond


Secretary

087 9891588

· Jan Baddeley





085 7333652
· Clare Beirne





086 1557201

· Marina Douglas




087 6451425

· Carol O’Boyce




087 6874937
· Mary Tuohy





087 2732142

· Cathryn Windsor-Aubrey



086 2757247
The Parent Representatives on the Board of Management are Aubrey Bourke and Vivienne Gilmer.
Weekly PA AfterSchool Activities for Summer Term

Monday               Cycling Safety
We hope that this course will commence in May (and run for six weeks) but it has not yet been confirmed. It will be open to 4th class and 5th /6th class pupils who have not previously taken it. 




Co-ordinator: Jan Baddeley

Tuesday 
Rounders
2.20-3.20pm 2nd -4th Class – Taken by Marina Douglas
Wednesday
Swimming
2 – 2.45pm in Glenalbyn Swimming Pool




Senior Infants – 6th Class





Co-ordinators: Mary Tuohy and Eileen Dornan
Wednesday
Drama

6.15 – 7.15pm Junior Group in GP Room (1st to 3rd Class)




7.20 – 8.20pm Senior Group in GP Room (4th to 6th Class)




Co-ordinator: Jenny Graves
Friday

Playball

1.20-2.20pm on Rectory Field weather permitting




Junior and Senior Infants, 1st Class





Co-ordinator: Julie Bond
Friday 

Hockey

Has finished for this year.
Friday 

Rounders
2.20-3.20pm 5th & 6th Class – Not yet confirmed
PA Calendar of Events – Dates for your Diary  

Wed 10th June

Swim Gala in Glenalbyn Swimming Pool
Tues 9th June

Sports Day (weather permitting)



Alternative dates for when we get rained out are Thurs 11th, Tues 16th and Thurs 18th

To be confirmed

Swimming Pool Party – this will be organised at short notice if there is a run of good weather
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